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Capital Small Grants Scheme
Terms and Conditions
2026–2027

1. Purpose of the Scheme 
Capital funding is available to support local and independent Accredited Museums (including those Working Towards Accreditation) in Wales. The scheme aims to support capital purchases that enhance organisational resilience, improve physical infrastructure, protect collections, and expand access for communities across Wales. Projects must align with the Wellbeing of Future Generations Act, The First 100 Days Plan, and standards of Museum Accreditation. 


2. Eligibility 

Applications need to articulate how grant funded purchases meets the Priority Criteria of: 
· Prioritise equality of access for people of all ages, backgrounds, and abilities 
· Improve care and protection for collections and cultural assets
· Strengthen digital access to heritage and culture
· Embed decarbonisation, sustainability, and environmental protection
· Support preventative measures that embed wellbeing in culture

You do not need to meet all of the criteria please only tick those that are relevant. 

Examples of Eligible Grant Funded Costs

The below is not an exhaustive list however examples of eligible costs include: 

Buildings and Infrastructure
· HVAC (heating, ventilation and air conditioning) systems
· External Improvement - security fencing and gates, car park development, creation of green spaces.

Collections Care and Storage
· Museum-grade display cases
· Compact shelving systems
· Environmental monitoring equipment
· Conservation/Volunteer workstations
· Quarantine and pest management facilities
· Dehumidifiers
· Packing equipment (up to 10% of total grant ask)

Exhibitions and Interpretation
· Interactive digital displays
· Touchscreen kiosks
· Audio-visual systems
· Projection equipment
· Exhibition lighting systems
· Wayfinding and interpretation infrastructure
· Exhibition structures and mounts

Security and Safety
· CCTV systems
· Intruder alarm systems
· Access control systems
· Fire detection and suppression systems

Digital and IT Assets
· Servers and network infrastructure
· Collection / Digital Asset management software 
· Digitisation equipment
· High-resolution scanners
· Photography studios and camera equipment
· Audio recording equipment
· Conservation costs to prepare objects for digitisation and result in a digital asset. 


Non-Eligible Costs
· Revenue spending
· The renewal or purchase of basic office furniture and equipment (specialist equipment may be eligible). 
· General running or core costs. 
· Purchase of property, premises, or vehicles. 
· The employment of staff to undertake work and activity that is part of normal service management. 
· Projects that have already started. 

Please note: Conservation studios identified for work should normally be listed on the Conservation Register (https://www.conservationregister.com/). If the studio is not on the register, an additional explanation of how quality control will be ensured must be provided with the application.


3. Financial Eligibility
· Grant Range: Maximum grant available is £25,000.00. There is no minimum grant amount. 
· Match Funding: No match funding is required; grants are available for up to 100% of project costs. 
· Programme Format: This is a rolling grant programme with funding allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. you must be able to claim your grant before 28 February 2027.
VAT
· If a museum cannot reclaim VAT, it can be included within the total project costs for which the grant is requested. 
· Museums that can reclaim VAT must discount VAT from the grant amount requested (though VAT must still be shown in the itemised budget breakdown). 


4. Applications 
Applications must be submitted using the official Capital Grants Scheme application form. To be eligible, applications must be sent via email with all mandatory supporting documentation attached: 
1. Evidence of all project costs (e.g., quotes, estimates, or proof of costs). 

Failure to provide mandatory documentation will invalidate the application. Applications must be submitted electronically to grantsanddevelopment@museumsfederation.cymru.


5. Assessment Criteria
Applications will be evaluated against the following criteria:
· Alignment with Scheme Objectives, including the Wellbeing of Future Generations Act, The First 100 Days Plan, and Museum Accreditation standards. 
· Strategic fit against selected priority criteria (equality of access, care of collections, digital access, decarbonisation/sustainability, and preventative wellbeing). 
· Completeness and accuracy of paperwork and detailed budget breakdown. 
· Compliance with UK Subsidy Regulations (https://www.gov.wales/subsidy-control). 


6. Grant Claims
· All grant claims must be submitted, before 28 February 2027. Failure to complete works by this deadline could result in non-payment. 
· Grants are made only to institutions. Claims are paid in arrears upon receipt of proof of payment and eligible project expenditure. 
· Grants may be reduced proportionally if the final expenditure is less than the original award. 


7. Evaluation 
Successful projects will be subject to monitoring and evaluation. Grantees must complete self-evaluation reporting and allow potential visits or interviews by Federation representatives to report on the value of the scheme to the Welsh Government. Failure to submit required evaluation reports will result in the rejection or lower prioritisation of future grant applications. 


8. Conditions of Award
The Federation offers capital grants to members on the following conditions:
1. The award must be formally acknowledged (e.g., “Funded by Welsh Government through the Culture Division and the Federation of Museums and Art Galleries of Wales”). 
2. Grantees must supply a short article and images for the Federation website and/or Y MAG showcasing project outcomes and good practice. 
3. All claims must be completed before 28 February 2027. 
4. The project standard and scope as set out in the application must be maintained. 
5. The grantee permits examination of financial and delivery records for audit purposes. 
6. The Federation reserves the right to review or reclaim grant funding if institutional circumstances change significantly or if conditions are breached. 







Submission & Enquiries
All queries regarding the eligibility of a Project, its aims, or its costs should be directed to Chris Delaney, Federation Grants & Development Officer. Applications must be submitted to him by email grantsanddevelopment@museumsfederation.cymru.
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