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Small Grants Scheme
Terms and Conditions
2026-2027


Purpose of the scheme
Revenue funding is available to enable local and independent museums, (who are Accredited or Working Towards Accreditation to deliver against standards set out in the Accreditation Scheme for Museums in the UK and to support museums to meet the Priorities for Culture | Gov. Wales.   


Eligible activities include but are not limited to:
· improving museum governance, including business planning and workforce development, e.g. Constitutional reviews (including costs for professional consultancy)
· raising standards of collections care and management (see additional note on conservation projects below) 
· increasing user access to, enhancing user experiences of, and assisting user understanding of museums and their collections
Non-eligible projects: 
· The renewal or purchase of basic office furniture and equipment (specialist equipment may be eligible)
· General running costs
· Purchase or leasing of property, premises or vehicles
· The employment of staff to undertake work and activity that is part of the normal management of the service
· Projects that have already started
· Core costs 
Please note: 
· Conservation studios identified for work should normally be listed on the conservation register https://www.conservationregister.com/ . If the studio is not on the register an additional explanation of how quality control will be ensured should be provided with the application.




Financial eligibility 
Grants will be awarded as follows:
Spring grant round - maximum grant of £10,000. Priority will be given to grants below £3,000 especially if the fund is oversubscribed. Grants between £3,000 and £10,000 will only be considered if the applicant provides a clear and detailed statement of the benefits of the project to the public and / or the collections, and how it meets national standards and quality guidelines. 
Autumn grant round – maximum grant of £6000. Priority will be given to grants below £3,000 especially if the fund is oversubscribed. Grants between £3,000 and £6,000 will only be considered if the applicant provides a clear and detailed statement of the benefits of the project to the public and / or the collections, and how it meets national standards and quality guidelines. 
Grants are available for up to 100% of project costs.
VAT
If a museum cannot reclaim VAT it can be included within the project totals for which grant is applied for.
Museums that can reclaim VAT should discount VAT from their calculations regarding grant sought (but VAT still needs to be quoted in the other financial information).


Applications
Applications should be made on the relevant form and submitted with all the required additional documents (Forward plan; evidence of costs). Failure to provide documentation will invalidate the application. Email applications are preferred with one hard copy by post.
Applications and grant claims must be made by the dates advertised.
Assessment Criteria
Applications will be judged against the following criteria:
· Meeting Scheme Priorities
· The relevance of the application against accreditation criteria, and the applicant’s Forward Plan priorities and future aspirations.
· Completeness of paperwork.
· Meeting wider targets and programmes.
· Setting of SMART targets against the above programmes
· UK Subsidy Regulations: Subsidy control | GOV.WALES




Grant Claims
Projects must be completed, and grants claimed by the date shown in the grant advertisements and on the decision form. Failure to claim by the due date will mean the grant will not be paid. 
Grants are only made to institutions. Claims are usually paid in arrears on receipt of evidence that the relevant expenditure has been made. 
Grants will be paid as against the final project costs and may be reduced if the final cost is less than the grant offer made.
Evaluation
Successful applications will be subject to monitoring and evaluation. This process will be conducted by a combination of self-evaluation forms, interviews by representatives of the Federation and visits, in order to provide data to Welsh Government of the value of the scheme. 
Failure to complete an evaluation form will result in any future applications from that institution being rejected. 


Condition of Awards
The Federation offers grants to its members on the following conditions:
1.
Any award must be appropriately acknowledged (as advised when grant awarded). For example: Funded by Welsh Government through the Museum Team, Culture Division and the Federation of Museums and Art Galleries of Wales. 
2. 
Applicants will supply a short article for the Federation website and / or Y MAG as examples of good practice.
3. 
The grantee completes the grant claim by due date. 
4.
The project must be completed by the claim date.
5. 
The quality of the project as described in the application is maintained.
6. 
The grantee allows evaluation and examination of records.
7.
The Federation reserves the right to review any grant given if the circumstances of the museum change significantly and may require repayment of all or part of the grant if appropriate.
8.
Failure to provide an evaluation report will result in a lower priority for future applications.


Enquiries
All queries regarding the eligibility of a Project, its aims or its costs should be directed to Chris Delaney, Federation Development Officer by email in the first instance. grantsanddevelopment@museumsfederation.cymru  & Cc lin.chris@btinternet.com 
077 15500251
 Charity Registration No. 1102270                                                                                                                                                   welshmuseumsfederation.or

