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Hello and welcome!

In this edition we see how museums in Wales are
becoming more inclusive with Conwy Museum
Service - Out ana About: An LGBTQ+ Series ana
Monmouthshire Museums with their project
Inclusive Histories — Nathaniel Wells. You can
also read about how the grants from the
Museums Federation Cymru have made a
aifference to The Museum of Welsh Cricket ana
Llandudano Museum. Or perhaps you are looking
to undertake some reminiscence work with your
organisation, then the Royal Mint Museum
project will be of interest.

There is lots to offer in Wales and even more to
be learned from one another.

What's New

Out and About: An LGBTQ+ Series
— Conwy Museum Service

“Causing Their Names to Live™ A
Temporary Exhibition at the Egypt
Centre

CELEBRATING THE GLOBAL

FAMILY OF CRICKET — Museum
of Welsh Cricket

House of Memories Cymru
Collection care and access.
Training and Volunteering —

Amgueadadfa Llandudno Museum

Museum Association conference
2023 review — Gemma Esvelt

Inclusive Histories — Nathaniel
Wells - Monmouthshire Museums

Swansea Community Flavours —
National Waterfront Museum

The Royal Mint Museum —
Reminiscence

Welsh Women'’s Peace Petition.
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Out anad About: An LGBTQ+ Series — Conwy Museum Service

Out and About is an LGBTQ+ Series which
takes place at library spaces throughout Conwy
County. Arranged by the Conwy Museum
Service, the series hosts events or workshops
once a month exploring the theme of LGBTQ+
History.

Gender and
Sexuality:

Creating a Safe
Space

Conwy Museum Service’s first LGBTQ+ events
were in February 2023 for LGBTQ+ History
Month. From feedback and evaluation, it was
v 1" L ok recognised that there was a need for activities
©Conwy County Borough Council ana spaces for queer folks in North Wales that
were not a typical meeting place like a pub

Adaditionally, knowledge about LGBTQ+ History in Conwy County needed to reach a wider
audience ana required more research; to expand on the Conwy Archives created LGBTQ+
History County Timeline.

Funded by Welsh Government through the Museums, Archives anad Libraries Division and
the Federation of Museums and Art Galleries of Wales, Out and About was devised. Out
and About creates spaces for the public of all ages to learn about LGBTQ+ History, share
their own stories, and creates a sense of community. Ultimately, each session raises
awareness of the Conwy Museum Service in the hope that when people are looking to
donate ana preserve LGBTQ+ history, they will consider the Museum.

The Series also provided new volunteering opportunities by partnering with Amaani!
Conwy, a volunteer project which aims to make arts, culture and heritage fun, accessible
ana inclusive.

Some of the recent Out and About sessions have includead...

A Flower Sketchbook Workshop and a Pride Tote
Bag Workshop with Local Conwy Artist Katie Ellidge

Participants created their own mini sketchbook using
pressed/dried flowers inspired by LGBTQ+ references
and symbols. Using the language of flowers and
inspiration from how the LGBTQ+ community have used
flowers to represent themselves throughout history,
such as Oscar Wilde's use of green carnations for gay
men and Sappho’s use of violets for lesbians. In another
workshop, participants created their own tote bag
design inspired by the Pride Display at Colwyn Bay
Library and the importance of Pride celebrations for the
LGBTQ+ community.

©Conwy County Borough Council
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Gender and Sexuality: Creating a Safe Space Workshop with Kayley Roberts BA,
MA, MA, MBACP (Accreq)

Kayley is a Person-Centred counsellor specialising in working with queer clients and is a
member of the queer community. They volunteer for an LGBTQ+ youth group, and are on
the committee of volunteers who organise North Wales Pride. Kayley’'s workshop
focused on how to create a safe space for LGBTQIA+ friends and colleagues to come
out, including how to deal with judgement and what to do if someone makes a mistake.
Taking it back to basics, cutting out the statistics and sticking to the everyday; going
beyonad powerpoint knowledge, and into practical application.

This workshop was so popular that it sold out and the demand has resulted in Pride
Cymru funding an additional session in March 2024.

Prouad Creative Writing Workshop with Norena Shopland

Norena is a Welsh historian and writer who is specialised in LGBTQ+ research and history.
She gives talks, lectures and workshops on Welsh Heritage and LGBTQ+ History. This
creative writing workshop allowead participants to creatively responad to four texts from
Wales’ often hidden or forgotten LGBTQ+ history and produce a piece of prose or poetry.
The texts ranged from the Ladies of Llangollen to Hugh Despenser the Younger.

Queer Welsh Stories Creative Writing Workshop with Mair Jones

Bilingual creative writing workshop that introduced anad explored LGBTQ+ Welsh History,
including Welsh language terminology. Participants learned about Welsh LGBTQ+ people,
such as John Gibson, Mary Charlotte Lloyd, E. Prosser Rhys, Jan Morris and Henry Cyril
Paget, anad creatively explored L, G, B and T identities, especially focusing on North Wales.

‘Echoes of LGBTQ+ in Llandudno’ Talk with Llandudno Museum

Fascinating histories of the LGBTQ+ community in the Conwy County town of Llandudno
presented by Dr Jeff Morgan and Graham Morgan of Llandudno Museum. Llandudno has
been a magnet for many who felt they could not express their true selves back home. A
holiday break or longer sojourn in the ‘Queen of Welsh Resorts’ often brought a sense of
anonymity and freedom.

By Rachel Evans -
rachel.evans@conwy.gov.
uk

Museum Development
Officer, Conwy Culture
Centre

Conwy County Borough
Council

©Conwy County Borough Council
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“Causing Their Names to Live”: A Temporary Exhibition at
the Egypt Centre

In February 2023, 813 objects arrived at the
Egypt Centre (Swansea University) from
Harrogate Museums, where they will remain
on loan for the next three years. During this
time, three temporary exhibitions are planned.
The first, launchead in October 2023, is called
Causing Their Names to Live. This title takes
inspiration from a common Vvivification
formula found on statues, stelae, and other
objects. For the ancient Egyptians, one of the
most important things was that their name
would be remembered. In the autobiography
of Montuhotep, the official says that “anyone
who shall remember my good name, | will be
his protector in the presence of the great
goad”. Another official, Intef, even goes as far
as to hire a Lector Priest “so that my name
would be good, ana so that the memory of me
would last (until) today”.

©The Egypt Centre, Swansea University
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https://harrogate.abasetcollections.com/

Celebrating the Global Family of Cricket — Museum of Welsh
Cricket

Working with schools and young learners is
a core aspect of the award-winning work
undertaken by the Museum of Welsh
Cricket based at the headquarters of
Glamorgan County Cricket Club at Sophia
Garaens in Caraiff.

Ever since the Museum opened in 2012, the
Museum has welcomed thousands of
young people each year to participate in a
wide range of learning activities. Even
though cricket is a summer game, visits to
the Museum of Welsh Cricket take place all
year round with those visiting on match
days also having an opportunity to act as
the Guards of Honour when play starts,
besides playing softball cricket on the
outfield Auring the lunch interval and in
front of the spectators.

On non-match days, visiting groups always
have a fascinating talk in the Museum
before undertaking a tour of the stadium
ana taking part in a skills arills and softball
cricket session in the Indoor School. The
talks in the Museum cover a range of
topics includin laying safe, diet and

The talk in the Museum plus the follow-up
activities afterwards at the school allow
the pupils to study a range of issues
including respect, tolerance, diversity anad
togetherness, besides allowing the
learners to make reasoned anad informed
value-judgements about the benefits of
playing as a team as well as healthy
recreational activities.

©Museums of Welsh Cricket - Photograph of
exhibition panels
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Thanks to the generous grant from the Museums Federation Cymru, we have been able
to create a series of temporary displays showing how “Cricket is a game for me, me anad
me” besides having digital signage in the entrance area, plus a number of permanent
displays celebrating “The Global Family of Cricket.” This includes a superb photo
montage adjacent to Gate 3 which is the main entry point used by visiting school groups
all year round to the Museum of Welsh Cricket, with the panels showing the children
wearing the international shirts and playing softball cricket

For further information and to make a booking please contact
museum@glamorgancricket.co.uk or ring 02920 419383.

Museums come together to create pioneering bi-lingual support
anad learning programme House of Memories Cymru for Welsh
people living with dementia

Created in partnership with National | |ive museum of Welsh items and
Museums Liverpool and the Welsh

government, the app will support the
dementia community across Wales. memories that are particularly strong for

. . them.
An app featuring memories of Wales,

Welsh people and their communities has ' Memories are prompted in the app with a

personalise their experience to include

launched at the Welsh Senedd, with the | mixture of audio, vioeo and images of
aim of connecting, engaging and | historical items. Key sections for people
improving the lives of Welsh people living | to explore include Wales auring the war,

with dementia and their loved ones | lifestyles of Welsh Communities,

across Wales and beyona. industry, memories of childhoog,

) . . technology, transport and much more.
House of Memories Cymru is a bilingual

programme of workshops, training and a

Q "-"'f"ﬁ--qpnn-nm-m--uy n

first-of-its-kind digital memories app

package, which aims to help spark

conversations between people living with

dementia anad their carers.

Through the House of Memories Cymru =
The app is available now to download from app stores

app package, users can search through a © Gareth Jones
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Representative of everyday life in Wales, objects
range from the common family items found arouna
homes, to life events such as the 1984 Miners’ Strike.
These memory prompts were curated and collected
from existing Welsh museum collections, to create an
app that celebrates the culture of Wales, both old ana

new.

House of Memories Cymru is available through
National Museums Liverpool's My House of Memories
app and created by their award-winning House of

Memories team.

Museums  across Wales  have
contributed items to feature in a

Carol Rogers, director of National Museums Liverpool,
bilingual Cymru section of the My  gaid: “We are thrilled to launch House of Memories
House of Memories app © Gareth

Jones Cymru and add a bespoke Welsh package to our

international House of Memories programme.

The country of Wales has a rich and diverse cultural heritage that has had a huge
influence on Liverpool, and it is a privilege to work in partnership with museum

colleagues across Wales, to support the Welsh dementia community.

“We hope the programme will not only help improve the lives of people living with
dementia, but also be the catalyst for meaningful connections between them ana their

families or carers.”

Museums across Wales have supported and contributed to the project to create a
selection of 700 memory prompts. The museums involvead are: Aura Leisure & Libraries,
Ceredigion Museum, Conwy Culture Centre, Llyn Maritime Museum, MonLife Heritage
and Learning, Museum of Caraqiff, Oriel M6n, Penmaenmawr Museum, Radnorshire
Museum, Royal Welch Fusiliers Museum, Swansea Museum Services, Winding House
and Y Gaer Museum. Museums Wales has also joined the partnership with support from

the National Lottery Community Funa.
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With the House of Memories Cymru app package, users can search through a live museum of
Welsh items and personalise their experience to include memories that are particularly strong

for them.

Memories are prompted in the app through a mixture of audio, video and images of historical
items. Wales during the war, lifestyles of Welsh Communities, industry, memories of

childhooq, technology anad transport all featuring as key sections in the app.

Welsh Government Deputy Minister for Arts, Sport and Tourism, Dawn Bowden, said: “I'm
delighted that we've been able to support House of Memories Cymru which celebrates Welsh
culture ana invaluable role Welsh museums play in supporting older people ana those living
with dementia. Bilingual resources like House of Memories Cymru are important as it enables
our communities in Wales and beyond to engage with our heritage in the language of their
choosing across the globe. They will be able to connect with their community even if they are
hundreds of miles away. I'd like to thank all the museums which have been involved in this
collaboration which I'm sure will make difference to those living with dementia and their

families. “

House of Memories Cymru will now roll out across Wales to help support Welsh communities,

with training and workshops starting around the country and the first workshop taking place in

Swansea on Wednesday 25 October.
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Collection care and access. Training and Volunteering —
Amguedadfa Llanduano Museum

Using grant money, provided by the Museums Federation Cymru and Welsh
Government, has made cataloguing and updating our catalogue so much faster.

The volunteers have been able to cross check descriptions, locations, and conadition.

In addition, the dehumiaqifier has made a difference to our textile store conaitions.

We have, with the help of this grant, become fully accredited. This is a great
achievement for a small museum.

Below accreqditation celebration & cake.

©Amgueddfa Llandudno Museum

Collections care course, handling and museum awareness course being
Adeliveread by Richard Wakeman (British Museum).

P

©Amgueddfa Llandudno Museum

The adadition of a dedicated camera for collections has enabled Richard Wakeman to
train up our volunteer collections team on qigitally recording artefacts, digitalisation of
the collections and our ongoing condition checking.

Thanks to the Federation this grant has meant that our collections team is better
equippead anad trained or caring for them.

Dawn Lancaster - Director Amgueddfa Llandudno Museum
dawn@llandudnomuseum.co.uk
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Museum Association Conference 2023 - Review

My very first Museum association conference
journey started with an extremely early and
very crisp morning walk across the millennium
bridge towards the towering glass fagcade of
the Glasshouse (formally known as the Sage).
The conference was jam packed and just a
little bit overwhelming. There were so many
big topics covered, many engaging
discussions anad | am coming back with lots of
ideas running arouna in my heaad.

One workshop | particularly enjoyed was
‘Museums: a meeting point’. | was intrigued
how the purpose of museums is changing,
they are not just places to see artwork or
objects or to learn, but as meeting places and
community centres.

On Wednesday morning the ‘Future of civic
museums’ talk gave an insight into the state of
museums across the UK and the pressures
they are facing. It was really nice to hear quite
a positive report about Wales from Rachael
Rogers about welsh museums and
acknowledging the support we receive from
both Welsh Government at the Federation.

A very moving talk for me was ‘Approaching
truth-telling in museums’ discussing stories
tola at the Boola Bardip Museum in Perth,
Western Australia. Two of the speakers | know
from my university days in Perth, and it was
lovely to hear them talk and see clips of
Noongar country did make me feel a little
homesick. Jess Thom then gave a talk about
our role as museums to lead in being anti-
ableism giving a rousing call for action to all
cultural organisations to address systematic
barriers, to be inclusive not exclusive.

We ended each day with a party at one of the
many museums across Newcastle,
Great North Museum, Laing Art Gallery and
the Discovery Museum. It was great fun to
walk around the exhibits and see Jadifferent
ways of interpreting and displaying objects. |
certainly took lots of notes for future
inspiration. One of my favourites was a gallery

in the Discovery Museum showcase
technology. One cabinet was filled to the brim
with adifferent light globes including hana
blown glass bulbs from the early days of
electricity to the more modern led spiral
fluorescent lights.

| am usually a very organised person and
whenever | visit a new place, | always research
beforehand, familiarising myself with the
history of the area, marking cafes to eat at or
finding museums to visit and historic sites to
see. But this time | decided not to do any pre-
planning at all and | was certainly surprised at
what a great place Newcastle and Gateshead
is. After the conference on Thursday the MA
put on a number of tours, | attended a city
sites tour and a medieval tour of Newcastle. It
was great fun learning about this history of the
Georgian high street, having a peek at
beautiful tiled EQwardian arcades and having a
romp around the medieval castle. | even
finishea the day having drinks in a very
tastefully decorated underground gentleman’s
bathroom now a rather fancy cocktail bar.

| would like to say a big thank you to the Welsh
Federation for Museums and Art Galleries in
covering the costs for me to attend the MA
conference. Without their support | would not
have been able to attena.

Gemma Esvelt - Assistant Centre Manager

©Gemma Esvelt
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Inclusive Histories — Nathaniel Wells

Monmouthshire Museums have been
awarded funding by the Welsh
Government as part of their work to deliver
the Anti-Racist Wales Action Plan. This
work will look at objects within our
collections at Abergavenny and Chepstow
that relate to empire, slavery, ana
colonialism as well as items that relate to
other lesser told stories. We can tell global
stories in our museums using our
collections, which respona to Wales’s
ambition in ways which truly represent the
richness of our local communities, anad the
cultural iaentity of Monmouthshire.

One of the key characters we woulad like to
tell our visitors about as part of creating a
historical balance, is Nathaniel Wells (1779
—-1852). His story represents a unique
family history within Chepstow, one that
resonates with our communities today, but
we don't know what he looked like. We
know that he was a mixed-race Airect
descendant of a slave owner, he lived in
Piercefield House, Chepstow. The home he
lived in, has been left to decay, and the
things that were once were part of his life
have gone into private collections, or been
lost forever. There are no portraits of him
in the public realm, so we can’t look him up
on the internet, and without having
information about him, it makes it harder to
tell the story of his life. In our modern age
we take photographs all the time, which
even have date and location stamps to
make sure our memories are not forgotten.

Museums have policies that clearly set out
what we are going to collect, and the
standard of Aocumentation we must

achieve. These allow us to ensure we
understand the objects we care for and
make our collections more accessible. But
a lack of objects such as an image of
Nathanial Wells demonstrates the
challenge, we have of representing
Qiversity and sharing a balanced view of
history in museums. How do we ado this if
we adon't have the right objects in our
collections? Through continued research
and sharing what we Ao know about
Piercefield, we are driving our ambition to
reach someone who may have an object in
their possession that is identified as
belonging to Nathaniel, which finds its way
back to Monmouthshire.

Please visit Chepstow and Abergavenny
Museums to see some of our ‘Objects in
Focus’ work so far, from 10th February to
the 2 April 2024, and visit our website to
find out more about the project. Inclusive
Histories
https://www.monlife.co.uk/heritage/inclusi
ve-histories/

Michelle Lisa Gayle -
Engagement

Community
Officer

Piercefield House 1832 © MonlLife
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Swansea Community Flavours — National Waterfront Museum

©Amgueddfa Cymru - National Museum Wales

Swansea is vibrant and diverse; it is a City of Sanctuary and we at the National
Waterfront Museum are prouad to be the first Museum of Sanctuary.

Swansea Community Flavours was created as a way for women from the SCVS’
(Swansea Council for Voluntary Action) outreach programme ‘Chai and Chat’ and the
Swansea Women's Refugee and Asylum Seekers group to share recipes from their
homelands, learn about new ingredients and nutrition, introduce one another to their
cultures and improve their English language skills.

Each week a different member of the group cookead for the others, and they all ate the
meal together at the enad of the session. Sharing food is such an important part of so
many cultures across the worlg, it is a way to connect, a method of communication, an
expression of gratitude, forgiveness, celebration, commiseration, and love.

The project took place each week in our new GRAFT garden community kitchen. The
women used ingredients from the garden, to create their dishes. This opened
discussions about health anad sustainability, looking at food miles and growing practices.
It was also a way to consider replacing ingredients that are more cost effective if some
traditional ingredients are not easily sourced in Wales.

Throughout the project the participants discovered each other’s cultures, languages,
ana love of fooad. It showead the differences, and most importantly the similarities anad
how even the smell of a certain ingredient can bring back memories of family and home.

“Cooking is not just about eating, it's the stories and memories. It relates to
different moods — funerals, weddings, peoples love language... | miss my mum anad
her paratha”

Washma - Project Participant

The project has been such a success that the women who took part have gone on to
open their own enterprise business and have already catered for a local creative event.
This has been possible with a grant from the SCVS ana sponsorship and mentoring from
The Shared Plate a local community interest company, who was also a partner in the
project. They will also continue to use the GRAFT garden and community kitchen in the
museum as their base.
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©Amgueddfa Cymru National Museum Wales

The Royal Museum a when they are on a
in the objects . This
which we have to and an -
expana. Museum in a to the
we we are about to
that a of the of anad
anaA in the
objects are - of
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